
“SELF-ASSURED DESTRUCTION”: NUCLEAR BOMBS ARE SUICIDE WEAPONS

Even a “limited” nuclear war would cause catastrophic climate change and global famine

An increasing mass of scientific evidence shows that the devastation caused by nuclear war would not end with the horrific death toll from blast, fire and radiation. Smoke and soot from burning cities and industrial centers would linger in the upper atmosphere, blocking sunlight and causing a drastic drop in temperature, with disastrous effects on world agriculture:


-Even a limited nuclear war- e.g. a regional war between India and Pakistan, with each side using about 50 Hiroshima-size atomic bombs- would cause massive crop failures, putting two billion people at risk of famine.


-A broader nuclear exchange, using even a fraction of the current US and Russian arsenals, would cause the “nuclear winter” effect of the smoke to linger for a decade or more, producing temperatures not seen since the last ice age, and a general collapse of world agriculture, and threatening the survival of the human species.

For more information on the scientific findings, see Robock and Toon, “Self-assured Destruction:The Climate Impacts of Nuclear War,” Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists 2012,

http://climate.envsci.rutgers.edu/pdf/RobockToonSAD.pdf  ; Physicians for Social Responsibility, “Nuclear Famine: Two Billion People at Risk,” http://www.psr.org/resources/two-billion-at-risk.html    

The goal of a world  without nuclear weapons cannot be deferred to a distant future, “not in our lifetime.” The time to act is now.
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President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, D.C. 20510

Mr. President:

Six years ago in Prague you raised the hopes of people everywhere with your call for a world without nuclear weapons. During the remainder of your term, there are still steps you could take to advance that vision further toward realization.

One such step would be to call the world’s attention to the mounting scientific evidence of the global climate catastrophe which would follow any extensive use of nuclear weapons. Scientific research during the last several years indicates that an exchange of even the reduced arsenals allowed under New START would plunge the earth into another Ice Age, and threaten the survival of the human species. Even a regional war involving a limited number of smaller weapons could trigger a collapse of world agriculture and a global famine. Surely the mounting scientific knowledge calls for a drastic re-examination of the entire nuclear issue, yet to date the data has been largely overlooked or ignored. As President you could change that situation virtually overnight, by a major speech on the subject, perhaps calling for an international scientific conference to focus attention on the issue.

Mr. President, during the time remaining, please enhance your legacy with bold and decisive action on the the threat of nuclear weapons.
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